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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 14-27 and 37-40, drawn to a system receiving real-time 
interactive content, the system having a graphical user interface for 
displaying the interactive content on an interactive services user 
interface and a response user interface for providing information 
pertinent to the interactive content; the interactive content and the 
pertinent information are simultaneously displayed on the graphical 
user interface, wherein the pertinent information is displayed based on 
users preferences and the interactive content is displayed based on the 
transmission and reception capabilities of the computer device, 
classified in class 715, subclass 733. 

II. Claims 47 and 48, drawn to providing a communications interface, 
retrieving real-time interactive data from multiple sources, checking 
the data transmission speed for transmitting the data to a first and 
second client device, and configuring the data according to the 
transmission speed to ensure adequate display of the 
transmitted data, classified in class 715, subclass 744. 
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2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following 
reasons: Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not 
overlap in scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one 
subcombination is separately usable. In the instant case, subcombination II has 
separate utility such as checking data transmission speed for transmitting data to a 
plurality of client devices and configuring the transmitted interactive content 
according to the transmission speed to ensure adequate display of the content. See 
MPEP § 806.05(d). 

3. The examiner has required restriction between subcombinations usable 
together. Where applicant elects a subcombination and claims thereto are 
subsequently found allowable, any claim(s) depending from or otherwise requiring 
all the limitations of the allowable subcombination will be examined for 
patentability in accordance with 37 CFR 1.104. See MPEP § 821.04(a). 

4. Applicant is advised that if any claim presented in a continuation or 
divisional application is anticipated by, or includes all the limitations of, a claim 
that is allowable in the present application, such claim may be subject to 
provisional statutory and/or nonstatutory double patenting rejections over the 
claims of the instant application. 
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5. Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and there would be a serious burden on the examiner if restriction is not 
required because the inventions have acquired a separate status in the art in view 
of their different classification, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 

6. Newly submitted claims 47 and 48 are directed to an invention that is 
independent or distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following 
reasons: Claims 47 and 48 are drawn to retrieving data from multiple sources, 
checking the data transmission speed for transmitting the data to a plurality of 
client devices, and configuring the data according to the transmission speed to 
ensure adequate display of the transmitted data. 

7. Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally 
presented invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original 
presentation for prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 45 and 46 are 
withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 
CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

Specification 

8. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis 
for the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). 



Application/Control Number: 09/981,688 



Art Unit: 2179 



Page 5 



Correction of the following is required: Applicant claims a "computer-readable 
medium" in claims 19-23 and 37-40, which is not defined in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

10. Claims 14-27 and 37-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Odom et al (US 6,058,379) and Kikinia (US 2002/0049833). 

Claims 14 and 19: 

Odom discloses a real-time interactive system and method for electronic 
exchange of goods and services via an electronic network. Odom teaches a bidding 
mechanism that may be used for sellers and buyers to raise or lower bids and offers 
(abstract; col. 1, lines 7-10). Odom shows (fig. 1) client server architecture. Odom 
illustrates (fig. l) client connected to receive an interactive provider server and 
respond to signals based on real-time interactive content over a communications 
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channel received from the interactive provider server (col. 3, lines 1-1615 col. 4, lines 
15-24). Odom teaches an interface page (web page; col. 3, lines 24-34; col. 5, lines 
46-57; col. 9, lines 18-29) for providing information pertinent to the real-time 
interactive content to the client; the page configured to provide an adequate window 
to display information according to predetermined criteria (filter, predefined 
parameters; col. 2, lines 43-46; col. 3, lines 34-39; col. 4, lines 50-52, 66-67; col. 6, 
lines 32-40; col. 8, lines 66-67; col. 9, lines 1*8, 39-48; col. 10, lines 37-59; col. 12, 
lines 54-67; col. 13, lines 1-7). 

Odom does not teach that the interactive content is configured according to 
the transmission and reception capabilities of the client. However, Kikinis discloses 
a system and methods for providing data from data sources over the Internet to end 
users, with the data tailored to the needs of the end users (abstract; p. 1, par. 0002). 
Kikinis teaches a web browsing system that configures data to be transmitted to a 
client device from a web server. Kikinis explains that a list is created, which has 
parameters derived from the characteristics of the client, the characteristics of the 
web page and user's preferences; the parameters (including the user's preferences) 
are stored as a template at the web server; and that the web data is translated 
according to the template and transmitted to the client device (p. 2, par. 0013-0015; 
p. 5, par. 0060-0062). Kikinis teaches that the translation of the web page and its 
transmission is in accordance to the capabilities of the client device (p. 14, par. 
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0179-0180, 0183; p. 15, par. 0184-0187). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include 
Kikinis' teaching of tailoring content according to transmission and reception 
capabilities in Odom's system for network exchange because as Kikinis says, as 
development of the Internet and other wide area network solutions continues, more 
and more devices are being provided for specific uses, incorporating computer 
elements and an ability to communicate with remote data sources; these different 
types of client devices being newly adapted to operate as computer peripherals, 
need new abilities for rapid transfer of applications and data, and a higher 
bandwidth for receiving/sending data from/to remote sources. 

Odom/Kikinis teaches retrieving real-time interactive data from multiple 
sources and transmitting (configuring, formatting) the data according to the 
transmission and reception capabilities of the plurality of receiving client devices, 
and receiving the configured data so that it is displayed in an adequate window to 
respond to the real-time interactive content, and transferring the real-time 
interactive content and other pertinent data to the plurality of client devices. 
Claims 15 and 2Q: 

Odom teaches that users are provided with current information (interactive 
content is retrieved and updated automatically), which is updated automatically 
(col. 3, lines 37-46; col. 5, lines 51-57; col. 6, lines 28-58). 
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Claims 16, 17, 21 and 22: 

Odom teaches database 130 (fig. 1; col. 3, lines 5-12; col. 4, lines 37-44). 
Odom teaches that bid information processing may include a first level of filtering 
to determine if the bid meets predefined criteria or rates (col. 3, lines 32*36). 
Claims 18 and 23: 

See claim 16. Odom teaches interactive information that can be organized 
and shared among a plurality of users (abstract; col. 1, lines 67; col. 2, lines 1*26) 
and individual user information (profile) that is generated for respective users (see 
claim 14, user predefined criteria, preferences). 
Claims 24, 26, 27. 37, 39 and 4Q: 

See claim 14. Odom teaches that the interactive provider server is a betting 
service, that the client responses comprise bets or betting information, and 
pertinent information relating to teams upon which the client has made bets (col. 

10, lines 36-59; col. 11, lines 10-18; col. 12, lines 4-14, 54-67; col. 13, lines 1-15). 
Claims 25 and 38: 

See claim 24. Odom teaches information comprising current information 
regarding prospective wagers (col. 13, lines 15-42). 

Response to Arguments 

11. Applicant's arguments filed August 8, 2007 have been fully considered but 
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they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues, "Odom discloses a real-time network exchange method that 
fails to disclose any teachings pertaining to configuring real-time interactive 
content according to the transmission and reception capabilities of devices with a 
server to ensure the devices each have an adequate window to respond to the real- 
time interactive content. Neither Kikinis, Walker, nor Gerszberg overcome this 
deficiency of Odom..." (page 8, lines 7-11). 

In response, Odom is not relied upon for formatting transmission and 
reception of a client, rather it is used for its teaching of providing information 
pertinent to the real-time interactive content to a plurality of client devices. 
Moreover, Kikinis teaches a method and system for enhancing access and 
transmission of data from remote sources and providing data to client devices by 
formatting and tailoring the transmitted content and maximizing data transfer 
efficiency. Kikinis explains that content can be reduces before transmission to the 
device by consulting parameters based on characteristics of the client device (p. 2, 
par. 0018-0020). 

Conclusion 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to X. L. Bautista whose telephone number is (571) 
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272- 4132. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday 8:00AM- 
6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

13. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http7/pair 'direct. uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. . f) f\ 
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